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The Image on the Pass
\ V hen they left the huts, it was still raining but not so hard.
The way led up a lofty and rock-strewn mountain. About six miles
on they were confronted by a herd of wild buffaloes, very danger-
ous beasts—even tame buffaloes are dangerous. To fire at them
would, they knew, precipitate a charge, and they fired over them,
the reports and the whistle of the balls frightening where a hit
would only have irritated.
Crossing the summit, a high gale blustering after them, they
clambered down the other side in the failing light and after sunset
were in a gorge at the bottom of which there roared a swollen
river. By its brink they passed the night in trees, for the forest was
full of beasts, tigers mewling and elephants shuffling by. With the
dawn they essayed to pass over the river, but the current was too
fierce and it was too deep* A raft was made and ten of the more
experienced tried to paddle it across so as to fix a rope from bank
to bank, but were driven downstream and had to be hauled back.
Again and again they tried, with no better success.
There was nothing for it but to wait until the water's force
abated. How long that would be no-one could say. But exposed to
the fury of the rain, without shelter at night, with no possibility
of lighting a fire and the food they carried sodden and uneatable,
they were in evil case. Luckily, an Arakanese had some dried
boiled rice, which he had protected from the weather? and this
sufficed for a very light meal, to which the prisoners were not
invited. So miserable did they all become that on the third day
Manrique broached the wine which he had brought for the Mass.
Two bottles were drunk. On the morning of the fourth day the
situation seemed desperate. Besides wet, cold, and hunger, there
was constant danger of tigers. Manrique called the Christians to
prayer, 'begging God by His passion not to allowus to be biiried in
the bellies of wild animals*. After taking their confessions, he
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